
Winter driving can be more 
dangerous than most other 
times of the year, so it is 
important to make sure that 
your car is in peak condition 
to deal with the changing and 
challenging conditions of our 
great country.

In this edition we share some 
safe winter driving tips and look 
at how you can make sure your 
car is ready for anything this 
season throws at it.  

In our last edition we looked at 
petrol types to see what’s best 
for your car. This time we dispel 
some of the myths about diesel 
vehicles to help you make an 
informed decision if you are 
looking at buying new vehicle. If 
you are, don’t forget that we can 
safely service your new car and 
protect your right to a warranty. 
Remember, it’s your car, it’s your 
choice!

We would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you all 
that if you encounter flood 
waters, please for safety’s sake, 
don’t drive through them, even if 
you know the road.

Safe motoring, we hope to see 
you soon.

The Allautos Advance Tuning 
Team
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PREPARING FOR WINTER 
No matter where you drive in Australia the basics of preparing for safe winter motoring 
remain the same. So what can you do to make sure your car is ready for safe winter 
motoring wherever you drive?

First up, you should always drive to the conditions.  When wet, leave extra stopping space 
in case of emergencies. 

We all experience that moment where we turn on the wipers at the first drop of rain and 
remember that at the end of last season we should have replaced them! Wipers are 
exposed to the full force of the Australian sun all year round and wear out. A good quality 
wiper blade like Trico is vital to helping you see your way clear in all weather.

Driving on worn or incorrectly inflated tyres can be dangerous.  Now is the time to check 
that your tyres have plenty of tread left. If you spot uneven tyre wear, this could indicate that 
your shock absorbers or some other vital part of your steering and suspension systems 
are due for service or replacement. You can usually find the manufacturers tyre pressure 
recommendations on a panel inside the driver’s door well.

Fluids and other components in your car can be impacted by cold weather; this includes 
coolants, oils and items such as glow plugs in diesel vehicles. It’s important to have your 
car serviced regularly by someone who understands the right products and parts to be 
used to keep your car in peak operating condition. We use high quality NGK glow plugs 
and Penrite oils and fluids specifically designed for Australian conditions.

Diesel Cars, Slow & Smelly?
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There is a common misconception that 
diesel engines are slow and smelly.  This 
has been dispelled by the new breed of 
European passenger vehicles which are often 
turbocharged and deliver higher levels of 
performance and efficiency.

While some models can be slightly more expensive to buy, these new quiet, nearly odourless
cars generally use 30% less fuel, saving you money on fuel.  

Diesel cars are not always ideal for the person who only wants a city drive car, it is important 
to have it serviced regularly to promote long life and peak operating performance. In addition 
to general wear and tear, diesels produce more oil contaminants and place greater pressure 
on the internal filtration systems than petrol, so it is strongly recommended that you adhere 
to the scheduled servicing. We are fully qualified to work on all makes and models, including 
these new diesel models using quality parts and specified lubricants and fluids.



 

Can You See Clearly Now The Rain Has Gone 
Modern cars are complete with a myriad of accessories, from headlights and windscreen 
wipers through to automatic mirrors and reverse parking cameras. All of these measures 
are in place for your safety and convenience so although needing a repair on your car 
accessories can be inconvenient, the situations not fixing them may lead to, can be life 
threatening.

You may not know you have a blown light or a broken indicator but you will know if any of 
the other accessories on your car are broken or malfunctioning.

If you notice your wiper blades are less than optimal or your headlight is blown, it is 
important to get them replaced because visibility in bad weather or bad light is essential to 
safe driving.

If you bring your car into Repco Authorised Service for a minor fix to an accessory, we will 
also check over your vehicle to ensure there are no other issues. No matter what part you 
are after, we can source it and repair your car.

For hassle free accessory repair and replacement drop into your local Repco Authorised 
Service, we will get you on the road again in no time.

8 Tips For 
Night Driving
With winter comes shorter days. 
This means more of us are 
on the roads in the dark or in 
situations with poorer visibility.   
Unfortunately accidents are more 
prone to occur at these times.  
Here are some tips to help keep 
safer on the road.

• If in doubt slow down!  
Always drive to the 
conditions. 

• Keep your headlights and 
windscreen clean.  Good 
quality wiper blades and 
full wiper bottles go a long 
way toward keeping your 
windscreen clean. 

• Check your lights regularly to 
make sure they are working.  
You can use the reflections 
in windows if you don’t have 
someone to help you. 

• Your headlights should 
illuminate the road 
approximately 4 seconds 
ahead.  If your lights are 
not performing as they 
should, ask your local Repco 
Authorised Service centre 
for recommendations on 
alternative globes. 

• Be extra aware of 
pedestrians, cyclists and 
motorcycles as they can be 
harder to spot in the dark. 

• When driving in country areas 
keep an eye out for animals 
that might be crossing the 
road. 

• Don’t look directly into 
oncoming headlights - you 
may be dazzled. Look at the 
left hand side of the road and 
drive well to the left. If you’re 
dazzled, slow down or stop. 

• Make sure your car is in safe 
working condition.  A well 
maintained car is less likely 
to break down and can safely 
stop in a timely manner.
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Cleaning Discoloured Headlights
Most vehicles today have plastic headlights which are subject to discolouration due to 
road grime and age. This can make your headlights become dull and dangerous.  Not to 
worry, there is a fast, cheap way to clean them.  

The special cleaning agent is a little known product called…”toothpaste”!

Lightly wet your headlights and apply this mixture with a damp sponge (not wet) and 
gently rub on in a circular motion, then rinse off and apply again. You may have to do this 
several times to get the desired result. On the final application rinse off and then buff to 
a clear finish with a soft dry cloth. You should notice that your headlights have become 
brighter and safer as a result.

There are also various commercial products designed to clean headlights 
available from Repco or we can source it for you. 

If you would like any advice about this subject 
or anything else automotive,

please give us a call 
on 07 3265 5966  .


